A primate model for the study of tonic pain, pain tolerance and diffuse noxious inhibitory controls.
A primate model of cold pressor pain is described in which the animal itself initiates all trials, may terminate painful stimuli at any time, and controls the duration of the experimental session, thus avoiding the inadvertent administration of intolerable pain stimuli. Pain tolerance time varies directly with stimulus intensity and is sensitive to motivational factors. This model will facilitate the study of endogenous pain-modulatory pathways and the assessment of analgesic treatments in animals.